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ACT DEFENDED
BY ADMIRALTY

APPROVES COURSE 1

OF COMMANDER
WHO SANK ANCONA

Would Have Failed in Duty
to Let Liner Get

Away.
REPLY TO UNITED STATES

MAY BE SENT TO-DAY

Vienna Reports That Pessimistic
View of Situation Is

Justified.

WASHINGTON STIM. HOI'KI TI,

Tension Not as Great as During Time
cif Negotiations AViih

Germany.

^ JKNNA, Dorenilicr 14 tbv courier to

HtIIii, via T^ondon, riecemher 2-")..The
\u*tro-Hunt?nrian admiralty If entirelv
opposcd to any disavowal of the coursc
of the submarine comninn'liT who was

responsible for the .sinking of the Ital¬
ian steamer Ancona. On the contrary,
it approves Jiiv conduct fully, and de¬
clared that h<» would have been con¬

sidered a" having failed to perforin his
duty ;f he had a I lowed tin* Ancona to
escape. The reply to the American
not-, it is und-rstood, will he delivered
soon, possibly on Wednesday. The . ¦¦.r-
r<>fioH'l<>nt of t!. Associated l'ress ha--
not bee; abb- t . (.i.i'urr a forecast of
the t.' rum of »:jreply. but all Indica¬
tions ,iJ< that ;i p> T111 > t i. vb-.v of t h e

situation (.- jin-tltied
\I)M lit \ I.H vr\TKMI-:.\T

<M i t.i \ i:s a t ri l l iik
Tin- admiralty to-day stated its r:i«e

and the attitude of 111e naval authori¬
ties as: follows:

"It is a submarine commander's duty
l«> make a r< pot t to a designated base
as soon as possible, and the commander
who sank the Ancona did this as soon
as he wflfi within wireless distance of
land, lie made supi >lemeiitnry report
at I'ola and accompanied it with his
1'No .N.-fi Ination of the crew was
held, lnT.tus' t!t> commander's report
was t*«insIdvi*» d .tin! there was
no reason !.. suppose that the crew
would add anything thereto

".-.> f r- a: t .. commander ;s ?on-
crtud his course is clear. The admi¬
ralty has received his report, and sees
no reason to tind any fault with his
course of action.

"If any mi li reason existed.that is,
ir the admiralty had found that the
commander had clone anything con¬
trary to his instructions--ii would s|..>n-
taneous'y institute an Investigation
: gainst him witlsout waiting; for any
demand to come from .some foreign
government. li i.m happen that a
cotnm inder in heat ol battb- deals con¬
trary to Instructions, but nothing of
the kind has occurred in this case."
( (IM)ITT OK ( O.MM.WDKII ,

< v.\.\ot mo iii.xAPiMtnvion
"It appears clearly from his report

that his ship was in dang«ir, indeed, in
double danger, llrst from the fact that
tin enemy boat was approaching on a
line that threatened to cut off his re¬

treat, an l the enemy ship and the An¬
cona could have established his radius
of action and could have set a torpedo-
boat flotilla on him, and, second, thore
was -Janger of the Ancona escaping,
which, according to his instructions,
was to be prevented In ail circum¬
stances. . Iience, the conduct of the
commander, much as the loss of Inno¬
cent lives niUHt be regretted and de¬
plored, cannot be disapproved.
"On the contrary, if he had departed

without destroying the Ancona. it
would have been failure to do his duty,
since the Ancona could have notified
other ships of his whereabouts. The
loss of American lives i.s regrettable,
as well as that Americans used a vessel
belonging to a nation at war with Aus-
tria-llungai y."
NAVAI. WltlTKIt l ',\ I'HKSSBS

OPINION ON ih:mvm)s
A naval writer and expert said to

the Associated I'ress correspondent in
a discussion on the demands of the
American note:

"It should be remembered that Aus¬
tria's lloet i.*j her favorite child. Us
honor and prestige are treasured to the
highest degree. The government might
possibly yield points in a matter affect¬
ing the at my. but the disavowal of an
act of an Austrian naval oOicer is hard¬
ly thinkable in any but abnormal cir¬
cumstances. I am certain that it
would have to be a very extreme case
indeed which could justify, in the eves
of all Austrians, any humiliation of an
Austrian ollicer at the behest of a for¬
eign power."

WASHINGTON It 10A l.l/.KS
l-HAMTV OF SITTATION

WASHINGTON, I'eeember |«.- While
t tie gravity of the situation existing
between the I'niteil Status and Au«tiia-
Hungnry is emphasised by the state-

' incut of the Austrian admiralty, giving
un<|iialiflcd approval of the action of
the submarine commander who sank
the Ancona, official^ here said to-niuht
they w« re not surprised to tind the
admiralty supporting its officer.

It was pointed out that the German
admiralty vigorously defended the tor¬
pedoing of the LuHitnuhi. and that the
concessions made by Germany to the
United States in the matter of Iter con-

iV^ duct of submarine warfare were the
(.Continued on Second i'a^e.)

BARE OF WASTE MATERIAL
< ountry S»Vf|i| ('lenii on An'oiinf of

Sonrlnn Price* Due to
War.

NEW YORK, Doccinbor 15..Tlic war
has sent the prices -of waste material

I soaring to such height that the coun-
try has almost been swept bare of such

i products, according to report." re-
ceived iiy the National Association of

J Waste Material Dealers at its 'juart'-rlv
l session hero. Louis Hlrkenstein. presi-
dent of the association, told the mem¬
bers the process of reclamation here

: is akin to what apparently is being
done in Germany.
"The demand for cotton for explo¬

sives and for cotton baiting and llnters
lias resulted in reclamation work in
cotton waste products, which has made
it possible to substitute many of these
for the standard products," said Mr.
Mirkenstein. "The reclaiming or wool.
Jute and other libers and materials for
uses not obtaining In the past is going
on steadily.

"Certain grades or woollen rags have
tripled in price since the war began,
and other grades have advanced r;00
to 500 per cent higher than 1914.
< olored wool rags are actually bring¬
ing more than a similar amount of raw
wo°l. owing to the dye in the rags, and
on account of the color famines."

FIGHT ON FAKE ADS.
Newly Klectrd District \t(orur> in \rn

1 orli Preparing for ProNecti-
tlon of < . ii 111 >" IVrnoiiN.

j N'KW YORK, December 15..Judge
j I'M ward Swann. the newly elected dis¬
trict attorney, of New York County, is
preparing for tin- prosecution of per¬
sons responsible for the publication of
fraudulent advertisements.

In an address to the members of the
, Sphynx nui», representing ail kinds of
commercial advertising, he appealed
last ni«ht for their aid In obtaining
legislation and the prosecution of those
"ho mislead the public through false
advertisements. Announcing that he
would open a commercial fraud depart-

. ment in the district attorney's oflice.
Judge Swann said:

i "The long-suffering public must be
taken care of It makes no difference

j !f the public does not take the time
. to investigate advertisements before
investing. They, none th>- less, have
the right to protection from fraud.
The commercial atmosphere must be
derided."

FORD PARTY AT KIRKWALL
Steamship Often r II.. AVIth A merlin n

Pence Pilgrims on Ilonrd, Hcachcn
Kngllnh Port.

KIRKWALL. ORKNEY ISLANDS. De¬
cember 15..The steamship Oscar II.,
having on board the KorU peace party,
arrived here early to-day.

NO DKT.UI.S OIITAI.VAIII.K
AT A.MIJItlC.W 1-:>IH.%SSV

LONDON, December 1.At both the
I-oreign <'(lice and the American em¬
bassy it was stated this afternoon that
the dispatch from Kirkwall announcing
the arrival there of the steanmr Oscar
II.. with the Henry Ford peace party
on board, was the first news received
in London concerning the steamer. At
Us*1 American embassy confirmation was

j obtained later that the Oscar II., had
been taken Into Kirkwall. It was said
this was presumably in order that the
steamer might be examined. No further
details were obtainable at the em¬
bassy.

i BANKERS GIVEN HEARING
Suggest Amendment* <. KedcrnI ne-

Kerve Act find Other Financial
Legislation.

¦\\ ASIil.VOTON, December 15..Rep¬
resentatives rf the national bank sec¬
tion of the American Hankers' Assocla-

j t on were given a I,caring to-day bv
the l ederai Reserve Hoard to suggest

I amendments to the Federal reserve act
and other legislation which would have
an indirect connection with the opera¬
tion of reserve banks. The bankers
urged legislation to provido for uni¬
form bills of lading, changes in reserve

, requirements, and a s ovlsion that ac¬
ceptance based on domestic business

J may be rediscounts by reserve banks.
Only acceptance based on the importa-

j tion or exportation of goods are now
red isco lintable.
The board has not yPt determined

whether it will make any reeommenda-

j tlons for Congress for legislation.

IN NEED OF DYESTUFFS
Menu* of Relieving Shortage Con¬

sidered Iiy Committee of Nntlonnl
AMoclntlon of Clothier*.

NEW YORK. December 15..Means of
: relieving the shortage of dyestufl's in
this country were considered to-day at

.a meeting here of a special committee
of the National Association of Cloth-
lers. The meeting adjourned until
January without taking definite action.

-V majority of the members were of
the opinion that a committee should be
sent to Washington to urge authori-
ties to take action on tlie Hritish em-
bargo on dyestuffs, especially the em-
bargo on logwood from Jamaica. It
was agreed tiat this would give only
temporary relief, and that Congress
should be urged to pass legislation
which would foster the establishment
ol dye factories in this country,

M'CHORD TO BE REAPPOINTED
President Wilson Will Continue I n-

cnnilieiit t'hnlrniaii of I. C. C.
lu Position.

WASHINGTON. December 15..C. C.
McChord, whose term as a member of
t he Interstate Commerce Commission
expires litis week, will be reappointed
by President Wilson. Mr. McChord Is
chairman of the commission.

END OF BASEBALL
WAR IS IN SIGHT

American Magnates Agree to
Peace Terms of Nationals

and Federals.

CONTEST HAS BEEN BITTER

Meeting of Leagues Will Be Held
Within Week for Final

Settlement.

CHICAGO, December J5..The end of
the baseball war came in night to

.night. wli"ii American League mag-
nates. at their annual session here,
agreed to tin- peace terms arranged
at New Vork between tin- Federal ami
National Leaiiuers.
Within a few days. according to

President. Johnson, the details of agtoe-
merit, which ilo' H away with tlx.- Fed¬
erals as an independent league, will
i»c .11 ranged, the American League hav-

|i**y consents] to appoint a committed
, ti» th** t nvoys from tlic others

The |>e:iee proposals of the Federals
agreed to at N. w Vork by tlie National
I^eacuc w.,r.. related t., tJ!t. American
Ia-jkciic meeting by Karney I>reyfuss,
president of the Pittsburgh Nationals.
For an hour Mr. Dreyfuss addressed
the American liwgiif; < lub owners, ex¬

plaining in detail tiie agreement. Its
.terms were not made public, both .Mr.
t-irej fuss ami 11?<. magnates agreeing
to keep silent on these, l<ut it is K>-n-
ft raily uudeistocd that tiie cotisolida -

tion of the National and the Federal
is the basis.

President Johnson declared that there
would be only tw«> h-agues. tiie Ameri¬
can and National.
A national peace session probably will

take place within a week. according to
Mr. Johnson, at New Vork or Chicago.
Many details remain to be settled.

The:-.- Involve the ball players who
lumped from om* league to another,
and may result in many of the clubs
.-''.tiing back those who left in the war
. risis.
The feeling that peace was about to

be concluded put a stop to a good deal
[of the trad.* talk which preceded the
meet in;.'. That the effect of the war's
end would be to create att 'easier"

j market for ball players was admitted,
and all concerned denied that any
tradios lia<! h*»cn armiiiroil.
KM) OP HAS!-;II.% hi. \V.\H

ix sicirr, says ,1011 \so\
"The end of the baseball war is in

sight," said President Johnson. "Tiie
plans fcr peace submitted by Mr. Drey,

.fuss were agreeable to the American
I League, according to the sense of our
meeting, and we shall appoint a com -

mittec to go over the details.
"It is probable the meeting of the

three committee will be followed by
a meetinur of the national commission.
The proposition for peace includes
there remaining two major leagues."
The peace terms, as previously Riven

out by members of both the National
and Federal Leagues, included the pur¬
chase of a large interest in one of the
New ^ ork clubs by liarry Sinclair; tl.e
purchase of the Chicago Nationals by
Charles W. '.%rh»ian and his assistants.
the Itrowns or the Cardinals at St.
I'Oil is to Phil I '.a 11 and utto Stiefel, ami
the amalgamation of tiie Mrook'yn
Nationals and Federals. Neither Mr.
Orey fuss nor the American I.eautte
leaders would verify these statements.

The peace protocol ends a war that
began to attract attention Just two
years ago this month. The Federal
League had heen in eistence then a

year, but not until Joe Tinker, unalde
to reach terms with tiie tlrookiyn N'a-
tionals. had agreed to join the Chi-
capo Federals did it look serious. Tin-
key induced a number of players from
both rival leagues to join the new
league, and its organizers sucoetded in
attracting additional capitalists as
baekers.
The new league then expanded. put-jting teams in Brooklyn and St. Louis,

in addition to its former circuit, mil
one by one gathered into its fold some

[star ball players.
The legality of contracts brought the

lip lit between the Federals and or¬
ganized ball Into the courts in several
cases, the climax coming with the anti¬
trust suit tiled before Judge Landis
about a year ago. This case came to
trial last January, but Jinlue Landis
has never handed down a decision, and
some baseball men thought lie was
hoping tor th .» success of pence nego-

J tiations. since, during the trial, he ile-
clared he was against anything "eal-
culated to tear down this structure
known as baseball."
MAC'li WIIJ. SUM, IIAKKIt ^

TO IIK;lCKST IIIDDIOIt
Connie Mack, manager of the Phila-

delphia Athletics, arrived to-day and
. announced that .1. Franklin Maker,
'third baseman of his team, would be
sold to tiie highest bidder at the Amer-

! icati League, meeting.
"There has been so much talk about

Frank linker," said the Philadelphia
manager, "that I am tired of it. |
have decided to sell him to the liigh-
est bidder at this meeting."
Among those who have ex pressed a

desire to add Maker to their clubs are
Com iskey, of the Chicago White Sox,
and the management of the New York
American League Mascball Club.

Fi2Dp.itai.s si:i:k to mrosi-:
CONDITIONS OK V It 'TO US

NKW YOIIK, December I.V. The Na-
tional League magnates virtually
marked time here to-day while waiting
for the American League to ratify the
proposed terms of peace between or-

ganized and independent baseball in-
terests. As the story of the tentative
agreement developed, it appeared that
independent baseball interests had im¬
posed conditions such as victors are
wont to dictate, and they did no! appeal
so keenly to the National League as

they did in the rosy light of the recent
peace conference.

President James A. Oilmore, of the
Federal League, and Harry F. Sinclair,

(Continued on Kigluh Page.)

ENGINEER TACKLES 1

WEST-END PROBLEM
William J. Wilgus, Former Vice-

President of New York Cen¬
tral. Inspects Line.

SEES PRACTICAL SOLUTION

Expert Will File Detailed Report
on Saturday Outlining Best

Procedure.

The jirfiijcr extension of the West
Km! avenues across the Holt Line, while

involving several problems of a

familiar nature, ran be effoeletl on ;i

plan which will eliminate grade cross¬

ings and satisfy at the same time the
railroad's desire for economic construc¬

tion and the city's demand for a per¬
manent it rid esthetically desirable solu-
t ion.
This i:- the opinion of William John

Wilgus, formerly vice-president and
trhief engineer of the New York Cen¬
tral Kims. an«l at present consulting
engineer for a number of roads in the
West. As chief engine. r for the New
York Central. Mr. Wilgus had charm;
of the initiation and creation of the
. Jiaml Central Terminal improvement
in Nev York City. Since leaving: the
New York Central, he ims directed and
executed .some of the most important,
engineering assignments in the United
States.

Mr. Wiigus has been in the oily for¬
th" past few days for the purpose of
making a complete study of the Kelt
Kine situation. He came hen at the
invitation of The Times-Dispatch,
which announced two weeks ago its in¬
tention to stand sponsor for an inde¬
pendent study of the Helt Line prob¬
lem by an engineer of national repu¬
tation.
«.l\i:s l-'l IIST-IJA NO ST! IJ\

TO I'HKSKNT < OMMTIONS
l-'or some time previous to his com¬

ing. Mr. Wilgus had been provided with
drawings-: of the several plans for ad¬
justing the Helt Uine problem that
have been suggested, together with the
critical eominent on these plans by
members of the city government and
the engineers of the iUchuiond, Fred¬
ericksburg and i'otomae Railroad Com¬
pany.
During the past two days Mr. Wil¬

li us made a detailed inspection of the
portion of the Helt Kine in question,
going over the right of way on foot,
lie made a study also of plats and blue
prints of the Hankins plan, on tile in
tlie ofllee of the City Engineer.

Before returning to New York yes¬
terday so prepare a detailed report and
recommendation, Mr. Wilgus, at the
Jefferson Hotel, discussed in its general
aspects the problem that must be
solved, pointing .out. incidentally, that
precisely the same question of de-
depressed or overhead railway con¬
struction is encountered and adjusted
in everj populous and growing citv in
the country. In Richmond, he said,
the probh-m is only different to the
extent of the difference of topography.
WITIIIKII.DS IM.AN I VI II.

ItlCI'OItT IS < tttll'I.MTKI)
While he had arrived at a definite

conclusion as to the best plan for carry¬
ing the West Knd avenues across the
Kelt l.ino. he preferred t>> withhold it
until it is embodied in detail in his
report. This, lie said, will be ready by
'Saturday. The Council Street Com¬
mittee is scheduled to meet on Monday
night for a further consideration of
the He St l.ino problem, and Mr. Wilgus's
recommendation will be tiled with it,
as the advice of a disinterested expert.
The full text of Mr. Wilgus's report
will be printed in The Times-Dispatch
on Sunday.
As an engineer dealing with the prob¬

lems of one of the greatest railroad
systems in tlie world for fourteen years
and with the construction problems of
largo Western railroads for fifteen
years previous to his connection with
the New York Central, Mr. Wilgus is
properly regarded as an authority on
questions similar to the one that now
troubles Richmond.

Resides supervising the creation of
the CSrnnd Central Terminal in New
York, Mr. Wilgus was in complete
charge also of the change of motive
power from steam to electricity on the
New York Central lines within the
so-call<d electric zone of New York
City. During his connection with this
road he was in immediate charge of
the elimination of grade crossings
throughout the State of New York
notably in such cities as Albany,
Schenectady. I'tica, Rochester and Ruf-
falo.
outi-a tkd ( ii\sTiircn«\

of hi osov it i \ Kit ititnxii:
Under Mr. Wilgus's direction, ;ill

bridges on the New York Central lines-
were rebuilt for heavier trattle. i >ne
of the largest of these works was the
com.traction of the double-track bridge
.icross the Hudson River at Albany.

Since having the New York Central.
Mr. Wilgus has been associated in a

directing capacity with some of the
major engineering works of recent
years. He was chairman of the board
of engineers which constructed the
[tunnel under the Detroit River for the
Michigan Central, connecting the city
of Detroit with the Canadian city of
Windsor. With the building of the
Detroit Union Station, which was part
of the scheme, the project involved a
cost of $lf».00ft,000.

In practically all of his undertakings
Mr. Wilgus has faced the problem of
eliminating grade crossings. The Union
Station constructions in Albany, Troy.
Schenectady, ITlicu and Detroit all
presented phases of the problem that
the city of Uichmond now faces in the
West Knd, and In every case the dilli-
cuities were overcome in a luam.er
satisfactory to the city authorities.

ItOUNI) Tllir CllltlSTMAS TIC KKTS,
Ylu Norfolk ami Wctdcrn Kiilluny,

Will he '>n fiilo to-morrow. .Norfolk
unil return. $r> or.. Kyuchburi; und return,
l.uw rat<-H to oilier points.

SIR JOHN FRENCH
REPLACED BY HAIG

/

sin .1011 \ kmi:\rn.

SfNDICATE TO TAKE BUER

liwdd italatico of .\ii<r|o.|'Y<'iirli War
l'rodit Will Ho I>is(riIi-

ii led This Week.

ITS SIVCKSS ICSTAitLlSllKI)
j -

luirgeM \ out lire of Kind ICver la ken
Over by American Hankers.Issue
Is Outstanding Feature of Day's
Hand Market.

XI-.W YOHl\. Dcpcmbr r 1 .The

j managers i>f tin- syndicate which un-

tltrwroti.' the Amslo-i-'reneh 85n0.000.00t)
.> per rent fx I er n a I war loan announced
to-day that $:!nO,000,Iuio ,tf the issue
had been witlidrawn lor investment :«t

tliv *ylulioat.- price of :».; I -1, and that
Sin.OOn.oOO had been sold a bite sub-
script ion for :is. The unsold balance
of $-S0.lMt0,«00 will 1>.> distributed I his
week aiiioni: members of 11>syndicate,
which ex pi red yesterday, according lo
a previous agreement.

'tin* syndicate also announced that
tin: managers are distributing to tho.su
who did not withdraw their bonds for
inve.stm.-nt cash amounts lo between
1" I"-1' .'-lit and II per .rent ».f th.
amount of their participations.

I'eprcsentatives of the syndicate de¬
clare.! that tii<- result established the
success of tin- flotation, particularly in
view of it., foreign char:icter. and the
fact that it was the lat i;est \ciiture of
its kind ever undertaken by American
hankers.
The A nglo-Kreneh issue was the out¬

standing feature of to-day's bond mar¬
ket. and its influence, was easily per¬
cept it. 1.- in the market for oilier securi¬
ties. Sales of the bonds, par value,
amounted to about .100.000, or fully
..0 per c ut ol the day's bond dealings
on the exchange.
JII.MMI M I'Hll'IO I \ Ill.lt *

SYMIK'ATK I'll II I-:
The minimum price was !'l l-s, both

for regular and "future" delivery.
They recovered in the later dealings to

.1-1, «iu.I closed at tit *!-S. 'i'he mini-
mum <inotation was 'J I-s points under
the price at which they were taken I
b\ tIh- syndicate. I

<»t" tbV $L'S0,it0o,(>0»> withdrawn from
the m:i rket, it is estimated that at
least $ I was taken by dealers
and manufacturers in war supplies.
Tlie largest subscribers of this class
include interests identified with the
licthlohfin Steel t'limpany, the I >u |>ont
I'owder OoiHpiiny and its atliliated in¬
dustries ami several wealthy indi¬
viduals. including some of the more
prominent shareholders of the t'nited
Statics Steel <'orpora tion.

It is noteworthy that, while Anglo-
French bonds were being offered at
concessions, war bonds and the other
issues of the 'ierman. Austrian and'
Hungarian governments, which are
t ra.le.l in here to a limited extent,
were offered at further recessions from
original subscription prices The de¬
cline in tbeat securities was attributed
chiefly to another break in marks or

ticrmau exchange to the low record of
Tti.'i-t. against 'lie previous minimum
of 77 1 -x.

< >n the basis .if i marks as the unit
of exchange, the present value of thai
currency, normally worth v.'Sa-lc. has
depreciated lo a fraction above lit
cents.

RENTS HOUSE IN BALTIMORE
Hilly Sunday, Preparing for \e*t

Spring'* Campaign, Hei* MiiumIoii
lit Klcti Itesbleiitliil Section.

i Special to The Tinies-I »ispatch. i
I<AI<TIMOHI<, MIX, I lecciubei | ,'i . t

Hilly Sunday to-day leased the magnifi¬
cent bouse at IT. West Mount Vernon
Place for his stay here nex; spring.
It is in the most expensive residential
hlock In Itattimore. Tiiere is some out-
pok'Oii criticism of Ids action.

.I'Jiotoji by t"rnl«r\vnml t'n.lirwii.itl.
SIH 11(11 <;|. is iiah;.

AUHU FORCES

Xoi lirlicvpil Austrian* and Hermans
Have Niillicient Troops Avail¬

able to Attack Them.

< \.M1'\1<;\ KXTKHS XKW I'llASK

Teutons' .May Upm oh Their Laurels
in Vent- Hast for Time lleing ami
Make llid fur Victory 011 Western
Front.

LONDON", December 1 .Willi the
AiiKlo-l-'reiich forces safely across the
. .reek frontier and close to I heir I'ot ti¬
tled base-at Salonilci. where re-enforce¬
ments :»re arriving- daily, the secon.l
phase i>i Hit- Kalktin campaign. which
opened with the Teutonic invasion of
Serbia and tin- defeat of her army, has
closed, and the iieojde of the l»<diin-
erent countries are anxiously awaiting
for t he nex t move.

It seems fairly well settled that the
I iiilnari.i 11s tin not intend to invade
Hreeee. an act inn which would likely
caiise dissensions in that country,
which already Is uneasy over the liul-
uariap ...-eu|iat ion of Mouastir. Also, it
is not believed that the Austrian* and
Germans have sutttcicnt troops avail¬
able to attack the entente allies.

1 lie spcculation naturally has to do
with the Hermans and their intentions.
They are variously reported to he con¬
cent rated near Monnstir and L»oiran
and on the Roumanian border, and as
preparing for an attempt to drive the
entente allies from (lie Hallipoll Penin¬
sula. An these reports lack continua¬
tion.
(.KltllA.VS MI'ST Kr.i:i»

W .VI't ll 0\ HOI' tl.VMA XS
.'lie tliiiiK seems certain to the mili¬

tary observers.that the Hermans will
have to keep a close watch on the Kali¬
mantan side, not oiilv because of the
da liner of that country entcriiiK the
war auainst tiieni, l.ut to ,,icet ,)io
threat of a Russian invasion through
Koumania, which, a It hum h nothing has
been said of it recently, has not |,oi 11
lost siirht of.
Wherever the Hermans move, they

will rind the entente allies prepared.
Sa Ion I k i is being made stroiiKei daily,
and has Hie baekitu; of war hips, as
also has the Hallipoli I'eninsiila. where
Hie entente positions likewise have
been st reiimh. ned. The Russians are
helieved by tlo- military aiilhorities to
h. aide 10 cope with any armv the
IViKoulc powers can collect on the
Roumanian border, while HkvpI. which
is S.inl lo lie another of their objectives,
also has been placed in a state of de¬
fense.
There are many persons who believe

that the Hermans propose to rest on
their laurels in the Near K.ist for the
time being. and make a bid for victory
on the western front. I'ersistent re¬
ports collie from Holland of the con-
centiatlon 01 Herman armies in Hel-
c.ium ami Luxemburg, with the inten¬
tion 01 striking a blow as soon .is the
mound permits it. a, the present
moment ihe greater part m the coun-
trv is a sea of mud. in which it would
In* suicide tor any army to attempt
an offensive.
1 ONt'MVI It \TIo\ \t 1 in vp*.

l-MHt A IIM\ \ III It \ | |)s
liu* reported concentration of Her¬

mans doubt less account s fill the army
air raids which the entente allies are
making behind the Herman lines, in an
effort to upset the movement of troops
and destroy shelters, camps and the
supplies of munitions which are neces-
sar.v for an offensive.
Hencral TowusliemI reports the re¬

pulse of furl her Turk Hi attacks
against the Itritish position at Kut-el-
Aitiara, Mesopo t a mi a.

1 liere have been no changes in the
situation on any of the fronts

<¦<>!N(. AH'.V\ I OK CliUISTMAs?
fun s tor tbr h<il<bivH vin
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YIELDS COMMAND
OF BRITISH FORCES
ON WESTERN FRONT

Successor Repeatedly Men¬
tioned in Dispatches for

Brave Conduct.

LONG MILITARY CAREER
AS CAVALRY OFFICER

Change Expected for Some Time
and Appointment, as Made.

Anticipated.

IIO.VOKS l Olt l!KTIHIN(i rilltiP

Will 11 (*<««! Armies in I'niicri Kin;;-
dom mill Is Created Yls-

c<min !>>. Kiii£. i

I.*i.N'l»t »N. I >eceiit!.. Field Mar-
shai Sir John French. who. at hi.s own

request. lias boon relieved of the cotn-

inn ml of the British forces in France
and Flanilfirs, has heen succeeded by
Sir Douglas listigr. Since the landing1
of the expeditionary force. Sir Douglas
Haiti- has commanded the tir.st army,
and has heen repeatedly mentioned in
dispatches l<\ hi.s chief, whose place ho
siow takes.
The change had been expected for

some time, and it was announced in
the House of Commons yesterday (Wed¬
nesday) that a statement would he
published immediately.

Sir John French becomes com¬
mander-in-chief of the armies in the
United Kingdom, and for his sixteen
months' services at the front has been
created viscount of the United King¬
dom.

Although many names had been men¬
tioned as the possible successor of Field
Marshal French, including that, of tho
Duke of Connaught, the appointment,

lit is said, was anticipated in the best-
informed circles.
II am; X1NK V KAIts YOl'XfiKU

'riiax ms Formica riiii:p
General IJaig is nine years younger

than his former chief, and. like him.
won his spurs as a cavalry officer. His
first commission was in the Seventh
Hussars, and, as has heen the case with
most Hritish odicers of high rank, ho
saw service in Sudan. India and
Africa. He was chief stntT officer to
Sit John French during the Coleshurg
operations, when the Hritish cavalry
had a ditllcult task in trying to round
tip the commandoes. Hater he was
given command oi a group of columns,

I and it the South African War was
mad.- inspcctorgencral of cavalry in
India, out! of the most coveted com-
inambt for cavalry odicers in the Hritish
service.

After a few years of staff duty in
Kngland. he became chief of staff in
India, ami at the outbreak of the war
was general oUlcer commanding at
Aldcrshot. From there he took tho
first army to France. . ,

WAII OI'I'M !.: A % \OI'NCIOI K\T
< lI\.\liK IX ( OtniAMI

The War utfice atinouncenient rends
as follows:

"General Sir Douglas Haig has been
appointed to succeed Field Marshal Sir
John French in command of the armies

j in France and Flanders.
"Since the commencement of the war,

dining over sixteen months of severe
incessant strain. Field Marshal French
has most ably commanded our armies
in France and Flanders, and he has
now. at his own instance, relinquished
that comma ml.
"His Majesty's government, with full

appreciation of and gratitude for the
conspicuous services which Field Mar-

| shall French has tendered to his coun¬
try at the front, have, with the King's
approval, requested him to accept the
appointment of commander-in-chief of
the troops stated in the United
Kingdom, a ml Field Marshal French
has accepted that appointment.
"The King has been pleased to cou-

fer upon Sir John French the dignity
of viscount of the United Kingdom."
II A l(; IIK.III.\ 1*11 A ISKI>

I> MtK.X'll DISPATCH
Several times during the war Gen¬

eral llslg has come in for high praiso
in the dispatches of the general he is
now succeeding. At the battle of the
\isne his conduct was described by
Field Marshal Sir John French as "bold,

j skillful and decisive." In November of
ilast \ ear j-ir Douglas, tlien a lieijten-
.Hit-general, w.t* promoted to the rank
of general for distinguished services in
the tleld.

I'iebl Marshal French, in his dispatdi
to the itrlt i.sh \\ ar Ofllce describing tho
famous retreat from Motts, credited Sir
Douglas with having extricated his
corps from a difficult position at
I.andrecie.s. "I sent urgent messages
to the commander of the two French
reserve divisions on my right to come
up to tin* assistance of the First Corps,
which I hey eventually did." sold tho
lield marshal's dispatch. "Partly owing
to this assistance, hut mainly to tho
skillful manner in which Sir Douglas
Haig extricated his corps* from an ex¬
ceptionally ditllcult position in tho
darkness of the night, they were able
at dawn to resume their march south
towards W.isslgny. v>n the Guise,"
General Haig is a Scotchman. He

won (its first honor under Genera'
Kitchener in the Sudan, where he wjj

| promoted to a brevet major on the field
loi gallantry ,:t Athara, and before

i Khartoum.


